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AlFAnon Family Groups
Strength and hope for friends and families of problem drinkers

phone: 757.563.1600 www.al-anon.alateen.org
fax: 757.563.1655 wso@al-anon.org




In keeping with Al-Anon’s Public Relations policies, the WSO cooperates with outside entities but does not endorse or affiliate with them.  “Whenever national publicity on Al-Anon/Alateen may be of interest to local groups, they are, if possible, notified in advance by the WSO” (page 98, 2006-2009 Al-Anon/Alateen Service Manual).  The following information is provided to make members aware of an upcoming event.
Dinner and a Movie

A new Hallmark Hall of Fame movie, “When Love Is Not Enough,” features the story of Lois W., one of Al-Anon’s cofounders.  The movie portrays how Lois worked the Twelve Steps in her personal life.  The movie will air on the CBS television network Sunday, April 25, at 9 p.m. ET and PT, 8 p.m. CT.

While the movie is not about the formation of Al-Anon Family Groups, Lois’s personal story might stimulate public interest.  Please notify service arms in your Area so they can prepare for a possible increase in telephone calls requesting meeting information.  This might be a good time to refresh posters with local contact information in key gathering places within your community.

The movie might also inspire Al-Anon members to reach out to more friends and families of alcoholics throughout the U.S. and Canada.  As the movie is not Conference Approved Literature, it cannot be part of an Al-Anon meeting or used as a fundraiser.  Several Area Public Outreach Coordinators have suggested local gatherings of members for “Dinner and a Movie.”  Members might get together on April 25 or arrange to tape the movie to show at a more convenient time.  

The purpose for a “Dinner and a Movie” event is to energize members to help carry out the work that Lois began.  Public Outreach volunteers have the power to deliver life-altering messages about Al-Anon and Alateen.  When members share ideas, resources, hopes, and personal stories, they can accomplish together what no one could do alone.

Lois’s famous statement, “It takes only one person to start something, but many others to carry it out,” could easily apply to local gatherings of enthusiastic Al-Anon members.  The movie about Lois ends with the beginning of the Al-Anon Family Groups clearing house, but the rest of the recovery message is left for each one of us to deliver.  If Action Committees, AIS’s, districts, or groups in your Area take on this project, would you let us know so we can provide follow-up support?

Please use an event such as this as an opportunity to add names and e-mail addresses to your e-mail distribution lists.  Many Public Outreach projects are possible, depending on the enthusiasm of volunteers and your ability to keep them informed.  Projects could include:

· Presenting public service announcements to local TV and radio stations

· Placing copies of AFA 2010 and meeting lists in offices and waiting rooms
· Localizing and distributing news releases for local newspapers

· Brainstorming ways of reaching out to A.A. members to help their families.

Thank you!

